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ENERGY SOLAR NETWORK — PILBARA TO INDONESIA 

375. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the Minister for Regional Development’s proposal to both facilitate and underwrite a $20 billion energy 
solar network from the Pilbara to South-East Asia. 
(1) Can the minister confirm that the proposal requires the state government to underwrite the project through 

purchased power agreements and purchased renewable energy credits? 
(2) Can the minister confirm that it requires the mining industry to similarly underwrite the project? 
(3) Does the minister support this project? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 

Mr Speaker, I — 

Mr W.J. Johnston: No, no, yes? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Thank you! But can I just add some flowery language around that? 

(1)–(3) I note that the question from the Leader of the Opposition was about facilitating and underwriting. I do 
not think that is what is being proposed by the Minister for Regional Development. I saw it, and 
apparently some work has been done by a regional development commission, presumably over a long 
period of time—probably when the Leader of the Opposition was Minister for Energy, I dare say. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: No, no. 

The SPEAKER: No interjections, please. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: What was it? “No, no, yes”! I will come back to the flowery language. 

I have not seen the Pilbara Development Commission’s report. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You are the Minister for Energy! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I have to say I have seen a few things that came across the former Minister for Energy’s desk, 
but I will deal with those in due course. Let us just say that among my priorities as Minister for Energy there will 
be, as there was for the former Minister for Energy, a range of proposals in the energy space. There are many. I get 
them from Josh Frydenberg! The interest that I — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: First of all, minister, talk through the Chair. Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the 
second time. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: No, there will not be a PPA from Synergy, I think the Leader of the Opposition’s question 
was? 

Dr M.D. Nahan: No, from government. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Not from government, in respect of this. I am not familiar with the economics of transferring 
electricity to Indonesia, which I think is the proposal, but I do not imagine it is something that is high on Synergy’s 
agenda at this point.  
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